    Putnam Education Partnership Foundation

As of August 7, 2009 the Putnam Education Partnership (PEP) Foundation is launching its seventh round of mini-grant applications. There will be only one round for the 2009-10 school year, so this will be your only chance this year! The application form has all the criteria and eligibility information contained in it. Here are a few more items you should keep in mind when submitting a proposal:
· All proposals need to be typed and an attempt to stay within the space allotted is seriously requested.

· All proposals are to be approved and signed by the building principal. 
· Proposals are to be turned in to your building principal only. The principal will then turn them in to the Central Office anytime during deadline week only (no earlier than August 31.) This is to assure none are lost, misplaced or compromised in any way, and to also assure the integrity of the process.

· In no way should you refer to yourself or your school in the final two pages of the application (pages 4 and 5). The proposals stand on quality and are subjected to a strictly blind process. 

· All teachers in the system are eligible. If a non-classroom teacher is interested in writing a proposal (ex. Librarian, guidance counselor, etc.), it is suggested that the individual write a proposal in conjunction with a classroom teacher. 

· Deadline is September 4, 2009. Announcement of winning projects will occur the last week of September 2009.

· New this year; you must be finished with your project by April 1, 2010 and have a written report prepared for submission to the PEP Board by April 16, 2010.
· You will need to let your students’ families know if you are a winner. PEP will provide send home forms, but it is your responsibility to print and get them home with your students. We also ask you retain some examples of any visual product from your projects for use by the PEP Foundation for fundraising purposes.

· A PEP Foundation Board member will be assigned to your project and will be coming into your classroom to help document it. This will require communication with that member of your project timeline as well as a release form from all students participating.

· Grant requests up to and including $500.00 will be considered.

The application form is in Word format and available electronically from the PEP website. Teachers will need to print out their completed form for submission. Only pages 3-5 are required.

We have had some incredible proposals and winning projects.  If you have applied in prior rounds and not won and would like a copy of your scoring sheet, please contact us and we will supply that for you. We encourage all teachers to keep applying.         Good luck to all of you!
                           Questions? Please call Jan Tate at 372-8616.

